
Each Founder’s Day we stand cribbing about our itchy costumes. We run and hide in the washrooms to escape the
wrath of the red lipstick that our class teachers stand holding. It is only when we reach the penultimate year of our
school that we realise performing on Founders, as a batch, is what we looked forward to and enjoyed the most. 
We perform and celebrate these maroon and beige buildings each year to create memories we remember for a
lifetime. With the pandemic still around we became the new Class 11 in an online version of school. We often
visualise how Yatra would have been, and hoped that we would get our last dance! Our wishes were heard! As the
Covid situation improved , our bad dancing skills got all the spotlight with an all Class 11 Founder’s Day
performance for the first time ever. It was our Founder’s and we had to make it count. 
As Class 11 is known to be independent enough to choreograph their own dance, a few of us who didn't have two
left feet took this on their already overflowing plates. With our dancing skills, each practice seemed like a session
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where each of us was persecuted for all the rules
we would have broken over the years as we learnt
and repeated the same steps still unable to
synchronise. Over the weeks we had two lessons
each time we were physically in school and after
lots of sweat, laughter and guidance from our
teachers we seemed ready to dance on our ‘D-Day’.
We prepared six dances on some of our favourite
dance numbers that had connected to the theme
for the year - ‘Reawakening and Renaissance’.
  After expressing our fashion opinions on our bright pink and green costumes with matching

flashy accessories and trying to play makeup and hair artists for each other we were finally ready
for shoot day! What we were not ready for was being surrounded by cameras, especially the
handheld shots zooming in on our faces while we were enthusiastically trying to lip-sync. 
We discovered that we were not the best actors as right after our first take we heard constructive
criticism from those watching. But slowly, take by take, ache by ache and smoke choke by choke
we were ready to have KJo cast us in his Student of the Year 4! 
On Day 1, having the finale shot first felt weird, but we surely machaoed some Dhoom. As the
girls were done for the day, some of them cheered on our batch’s wannabe SRKs (not six-pack
shirtless figures though) to the energising beats of Dard-E-Disco. Their dancing surely gave us
some dard in the beginning since the girls knew the dance better than the boys. But soon the
cheering did some magic and they all looked like Om Shanti Om stars (well they tried).
After an extremely tiring but fun first day, we were ready for a jam-packed second shoot day.
Succeeding the same makeup and wing-liner rituals we shot our Section dances. It truly felt like
we were basking in the sun with ‘Sooraj Ki Baahon Mein’, had our hearts beating fast with 'Dil

Dhadakne Do’ as we cherished these moments of
friendship with ‘Tum Hi Ho Bandhu’. After a short
break we vibed to some songs in the Vasant Manch
to warm up our dancing feet to todho some
Ghungroos. After doing the leg-breaking Ghungroo
hook step for the last time, hearing the words “pack
up!” out of Mr Mukherjee's mouth felt surreal. It
was like the feeling you get after the end credits of
an emotional night show in the theatre. Yes, we
knew this wasn’t our last year in school but it was

 but our last time performing together as a batch. The last time we goofed around during
practices before the melancholic walk-down to “Shreshtamaya Karmane”. We wanted to lock
these moments we enjoy as a batch and cherish them forever. Keep reliving the last two days.

With our penultimate Founder’s Day, all we wanted to say was ‘Once more, come on you people,
Dhoom Machale!’, and we are sure the Batch of 2023 will never disappoint…

- Advaita Sehgal and Daksayani Chandra, 11
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Students

“The melodious music fills the air. The whole school rises to the challenge, to celebrate and create new
memories, on every founders day.” - Jai Kalra, 9

“A day filled with love, smiles and happiness, where we creatively celebrate the anniversary of our home
away from home.” -Veda Kalra, 7 

“Founders Day- something everyone looks forward to (and dreads because of the inevitable but sudden
rise in drama and fights) - and no, not because we get to miss lessons, but because of the fact that we
somehow all manage to make utter fools of ourselves in some way or the other- but have fun doing it :)”
-Kyra Dhar, 9

Teachers

“Founder's Day for me is the biggest celebration that happens in Vasant Valley. It is the most awaited experience of the year by all!” -Mrs. Charu
Johar

“Festive and happy times. Full of fun, frolic and laughter. Always associate it with the beginning of winter as during practice time there would be a
nip in the air.” -Mrs. Vandana Chak

“It’s nice to see that the school is abuzz with peppy music which adds on to the spirit of festivity. We have waited long enough to hear not only the
music but also the loud screams 4,5,6…from the top…. of the choreographers!!” -Mrs. Sukhda Khosl

'

 
 

1. Would you call yourself a dancer?
a) YES! Michael Jackson who?
b) I can vibe on the dance floor
c) Only on songs I really love
d) Does dancing in the shower count?

2. What type of music are you into?
a) Everything Bollywood and hip hop
b) Rhythm and Blues
c) Pop
d) Heavy Metal/ Rap

3. Who’s wardrobe would you want to steal?
a) Harry Styles all the way.
b) Sometimes it’s Lady Gaga, sometimes it’s Pete 
Davidson, there’s really no in between
c) Cher from Clueless, classic but cute!
d) Billie. Eilish. 

4. What, according to you, describes you best?
a) Life of the Party
b) Just hanging out with my group of friends
c) I prefer watching everyone on the floor 
rather than being there
d) Parties? I don’t go to parties

MOSTLY a)’s?
YOU ARE DEFINITELY IN THE FRONT.
MIDDLE. THAT’S WHERE YOU BELONG!

MOSTLY b)’s?
FRONT ROW, YEAH YOU FIT IN THERE,
DON’T UNDERESTIMATE YOURSELF!

MOSTLY c)’s?
MIDDLE ROW, YOU DON’T FIND IT HARD
TO COPY THOSE IN FRONT OF YOU!

MOSTLY d)’s?
YOU’RE IN THE LAST ROW AND YOU
DON’T KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON, HOW
ABOUT… ORCHESTRA?

- Vira Chhatwal, 11
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Which Founder's Day Dancer Are You?Which Founder's Day Dancer Are You?
5. Which is your favorite social media platform?
a) Used to be Tiktok, now probably Instagram because reels?
b) Snapchat, gotta capture every moment
c) Twitter, as it should be!
d) I’m not really on social media..

Alumni

"My favourite memory is telling horror stories about the Jhoola Baari in class 2" 
-Kartik Vaish

“I’d say founder's day used to be one of the things I looked forward to most in school. The atmosphere and the bonding while we waited for our
turn during the run-throughs was incredible, and it was one of the things I missed the most when school went online.” -Rishnav Thadani 

"Roaming around in the dark all over the school, escaping teachers, didis and bhaiyas…
Best time of the year to steal food." -Shrijeet Kolley



Kashmir Kitsch

Above and Beyond...

Sudan : A Humanitarian Crisis

India and Pakistan have been embroiled in a long drawn territorial dispute over
Kashmir. The roots of the conflict emanate from their shared colonial past. In 1947,
Maharaja Hari Singh wanted Kashmir to be independent but chose to join India in
return for its help against the invading tribesmen.
 
Pakistan, newly created by the British, laid claim to a majority-Muslim part of
Kashmir along its border. India and Pakistan fought the first of three major wars
over the region. It eventually resulted in the creation of a United Nations-brokered
“ceasefire line” dividing Kashmir into Indian and Pakistani territory that is claimed
by both sides.
 Moreover, On 5th August 2019, India finally revoked Article

370 - the seven decade long privileged status that provided
citizens of Kashmir, significant autonomy, including its own
constitution, a separate flag, and unique privileges. Pakistan
fiercely condemned the move, downgrading diplomatic ties with
.India. Delhi justified its sovereign decision to reorganise the state and further stated

that there has been no change to the Line of Control. 

Efforts to resolve the situation amicably have been marred by terrorist strikes and
loss of innocent lives with no end in sight. Of late there has been a fresh surge in
violence, by suspected rebels directed both at the minority Hindu & Sikh
communities and non-Kashmiris, including migrant workers in the Muslim-
majority Kashmir valley. Unrest in the valley has been detrimental to its tourism
and economy. Escalating tensions between the two neighbouring countries is a cause
of grave concern and constant cross border military standoffs.

- Kabir Bahl, 9

Happily Ever After?

A few weeks ago, the media and gossip worlds were set ablaze
with the news that Princess Mako of Japan was marrying Kei
Komuro. At the outset, it seems like a sweet college love-story,
but the people had one problem – Kei Komuro is a
“commoner”. The backlash that this couple has faced forced us
to question – is our world the “free and accepting world” that
it claims to be?
 
Princess Mako and Kei Komuro met at the International
Christian University. They announced their engagement in
2018 but had to postpone it due to major media frenzy. Kei
Komuro, an aspiring lawyer, lost his father and grandparents at
a very young age. In Japan, a child raised by a single mother is
looked down upon as one with a lower set of values. His family
was terribly scrutinised when the news of the engagement
broke and financial scandals involving his mother began to
spread across society. On the other side, Princess Mako faced
immense public backlash for choosing to give up her royal
titles. The people felt she was tarnishing the divine purity of
the Japanese Kingdom by marrying outside royalty.
 
This story seems to follow the same trajectory as Prince Harry
and Meghan Markle’s union. As members of public society, we
must know that we shouldn’t have a say in the personal lives
and decisions of these couples. We are all in the same boat when
it comes to aspects of privacy and independence. Each one of us
deserves to have our own “happily ever after”.

-Shyla Upadhyay, 11

There is a clock in Times Square that is counting down the
minutes until climate change is irreversible. Currently we have
a little less than 8 years left. Billions are already being spent on
massive climate disasters which are increasing in severity and
frequency. Millions face the prospect of becoming climate
migrants, forced to flee their homes due to flooding or
droughts. Climate change is an existential threat to humanity,
it is a threat our generation will be facing. We are the people
who are going to inherit a broken boiling world. The annual
conference of parties on the UN convention on climate change
is currently taking place in Glasgow. Practically every country
is in attendance. However, we are hearing the same refrain.
Grand promises to dramatic action and commitments to Nobel
causes. Words that have rung hollow, year after year, as
comprehensive climate action has failed to materialise. There is
hope however; activists and scientists are increasingly
optimistic that the calculus of economic interests versus saving
the environment is finally shifting. Perhaps COP 26 will result
in a truly drastic change to fight this existential nature. We
cannot rely upon it. We as a generation must personally take up
the responsibility to fight the good fight, otherwise our world
will go silently into the good night.

-Siddhant Nagrath, 11

COP26

People in Sudan have taken to the streets with their flags raised high above their
heads and their chants, protesting the military coup and demanding a civilian lead
government, are loud and clear. As the pro-democracy protesters marched in the
capital they were subjected to live rounds and tear gas by the security forces, there
have been over ten casualties this week. The Internet has been taken down, and
prominent civilian leaders, including Prime Minister Abdallah Hamdok, have been
detained.

Some political opinions from VVS Students

What is the situation in Sudan? On October 25th, a
state of emergency was declared in the nation and
General Abdel Fattah Burhan took over. He dissolved
civilian rule, violating an agreement between military
leaders and civilian leaders that was established after
the long dictatorship of Omar Hassan al-Bashir. This
was followed by underlying apprehension and strain
between the two groups. 

The world reacted to the crisis, the United States
claimed they paused economic support to Sudan. The
UK, African Union, European Union, UN and Arab
League have also voiced their unease regarding the
coup. 

Such news makes us realise how cocooned we really are. The turmoil in Sudan urges
us to break away from our shells and stand together for democracy. We need to
unite to free the people from the bonds of military rule and dictatorship.

-Ahaana Gupta, 9
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�पछले कुछ वष� म�, फ़� टबॉल के खेल म� धन का बढ़ता �भाव �� �दखाई दे रहा ह।ै कई बार तो फ़� टबाल
�लब एक �खलाड़ी पर करोड़� डॉलर तक लगा देत ेह�। कुछ �खला�ड़य� पर तो कभी-कभी तीन यूरो ��त
सेकंड तक का खच� �कया जा रहा होता ह।ै

मैनचे�टर �सट�, मैनचे�टर यूनाइटेड, पे�रस स�ट जम�न, मै��ड, बा�स�लोना, बायन� �यू�नख, लीप�ज़ग, चे�सी
और जुव�टस जैस ेबड़े-बड़े नामी �लब ह� जो �खला�ड़य� पर धन वषा� करत ेह�। हाल म� मैनचे�टर �सट� के
�लए नेमार जे आर को पीएसजी �ारा �रकॉड� तोड़ क�मत म� अनुबं�धत �कया गया, �जसके कारण उनके
ऊपर यूरो�पयन �लब म� अ�ा �दश�न करन ेका दबाव ब�त �यादा रहा।

�यादातर �लब� के मा�लक मु�य �प स ेअमीर �वसायी होत े ह� �जह� पैस े के दम पर अपन ेमनचाहे
�खलाड़ी �मल जात ेह�। इस तरह खेल का �वसायीकरण होन ेके कारण अ�धकांश �शंसक फुटबॉल खेल
क� द�वानगी को बढ़ात ेह�। वत�मान समय म� ऐस े�लब� क� पहचान खोती जा रही है �ज�ह�न ेमूलतः फ़� ट्बॉल
खेल को ��स�� के चरम पर प�ँचाने म� अहम भू�मका �नभाई थी। �लब क� वा�ष�क �ब�� इस खेल का
मु�य आकष�ण होती ह।ै इसके बावजूद फ़� टबॉल खेल क� गुणव�ा म� कोई कमी नह� आयी ह।ै

�पछले कुछ दशक� म� फुटबॉल म� धन के �भाव के कारण �खला�ड़य� क� आ�थ�क ���त म� ब�त सुधार
�आ है। �सरी तरफ़ इस खेल म� धन के बढ़त े�भाव के कारण �खला�ड़य� के नै�तक मू�य� पर भी �� उठने
लगे ह�। इस खेल म� पैस ेके �भाव क� ���त को और सुधारन ेके �लए �खला�ड़य� के वेतन और अनुबंध
शु�क आ�द म� सुधार लाने क� आव�यकता ह।ै

धन बनाम खेल 
Sports Column

��केट के खेल म� ट�-20 के अवतार न ेखेल के तरीक़े और उ�े�य को कई तरह
से बदल ही �दया ह।ै �खला�ड़य� क� ��तभा म� �व�वधता, छ�के मारना,
लोक��यता और �ावसायीकरण अ�नवाय� गुण बन गया ह।ै आज आईपीएल
का मू�य 45000 करोड़ स ेअ�धक ह।ै �� चाइजी मा�लक� म� �फ�मी �सतार,े
उ�मी, बड़ी कंपनी आ�द शा�मल ह�। आईपीएल क� 2 नई ट�म� के �लए हाल
ही म� �ई नीलामी म�, बीसीसीआई ने 12,715 करोड़ �पये क� कमाई क�।
��केट म� धन के बढ़त े�भाव स े�खला�ड़य� को भारी तन�वाह, बोड� के �लए
बेहतर सु�वधाए,ं सहयोगी देश� के �लए मदद जैस ेकई सकारा�मक �भाव पड़े
ह�।
हालाँ�क, सब कुछ सकारा�मक नह� ह।ै कई बार ��केट पीछे छूट जाता है
और पैसे को �यादा अह�मयत द� जाती ह।ै डेल �टेन न ेकहा, "आईपीएल म�
मु�य �वषय यह होता ह ै�क आप इस आईपीएल म� �कतने पैस ेके �लए गए?"
पा�क�तान ��केट बोड� के अ�य�- रमीज़ राजा न ेकहा, "आईसीसी का 90%
आय भारत स ेआता ह ैऔर पीसीबी का आधा बजट आईसीसी स ेआता ह।ै
एक तरह से भारत के �ापा�रक घरान ेपा�क�तान ��केट चला रहे ह� और
अगर कल भारत चाहे तो वह पा�क�तान को कोई फं�ड�ग नह� द�ग,े और यह
��केट बोड� �गर सकता है।" �व� ��केट म� धन का असमान �वतरण धन के
बढ़ते �भाव के साथ एक बढ़ती �ई �च�ता ह।ै

 
- साथ�क खोसला,११

There is a reason cricket is called “the gentle(wo)man’s
game”. It is more than just winning or losing, getting
wickets and hitting balls out of the park. Instead, it is a
marvellous spectacle where we see fans coming together
and opponents helping one another despite differences in
gender, race, nationality and religion.
The spirit that cricket upholds has always been
conspicuous in tournaments and matches. It was visible
in the recently held ICC T20 World Cup too, where fans
have united to celebrate the sport overcoming boundaries
and differences. The photo of Virat Kohli hugging
Mohammad Rizwan, a Pakistani opener, after he
obliterated the Indian bowling attack, won the hearts of
many. Mahendra Singh Dhoni too went ahead and gave
advice to Shoaib Malik and Babar Azam during the
biggest match of their lives. These moments show that
the immortal nature of the game is always present.
Another memorable occurrence was during the match
between West Indies and Pakistan. When West Indian
cricketer Shimron Hetmyer was declared out after the
ball touched his gold chain and was caught, Babar Azam
called him back to bat. This truly highlighted how the
players’ love for the game overweighs competitiveness.
We are also reminded of the same when Virat Kohli
requested fans to stop booing Steven Smith at the 2019
ICC World Cup during a match between India and
Australia.
The respect given to teammates and opponents alike is
the true essence of the spirit of cricket. This spirit is what
upholds the undying sport and makes one and all cherish
its beauty.

- Jai Kalra, 9

ICC T20 WORLD CUP
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Looking at life like a glass half empty, 
I need a changed perception,

But I believe that “every cloud has a silver lining” is just a
misconception.

Let’s sit and question all our life choices, 
From low to high,

Why must we race with success, 
When the nature of humans is to die.

How is it that we always hold grudges close to our hearts
and not memories, 

How is it so simple to lose friends but still have the same
enemies.

Why do I always try to write something deep and
depressing, 

These lines have an obscure meaning, it’s the best way of
expressing.

The surroundings seem to be unfamiliar still it feels like
home ,

We tend to be scared of what we’re used to and not what’s
unknown.

Expecting love can only be considered as an impossible
fantasy,

It's difficult to love though it’s the most natural behaviour,
don’t you love the irony.

- Bhavini Nagpal, 11

फ़� ट्बॉल खेल म� धन के �भाव को कम कर पाना
आसान न होगा इस�लए इसक� �न�दा करन े के
बजाय इसक� गुणव�ा और इसस े �मलन े वाले
आनंद को बढ़ान े पर �यादा �यान देन े क�
आव�यकता ह।ै

- �शव भंडारी, अ�ैता सहगल, ११

Conversations About My Four
Chambered Heart  



China successfully handled each crisis of the pandemic; medical, diplomatic
and economic. This was possible due to China's economic clout and
authority to swiftly, effectively organize its people and resources, a
mobilization and structure lacking in the messy democracy of India.
Citizens have been vocal in their criticism of China, through faulting
China for the origin of the virus, criticizing its lack of disclosure and its
efforts to take diplomatic or commercial advantage of the crisis. China’s
approach has fueled India’s existing strategic and economic concerns where
the Indian state’s rhetoric has been restrained, reflecting overdependence
on China for industrial inputs and its inability to afford a war, therefore
its desire to keep the relationship stable and diplomatic dialogue ongoing.
India has to navigate its way carefully out of this pandemic especially in
this environment where the anti-China sentiment runs strong because
antagonizing China is easy and convenient. Yet it is fatal and provocative
to China’s aggressive instincts in the geopolitical politics of South Asia and
alliances like the Quad being tentative with push comes to shove.

- Mannat Sikka, 9
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Editor- Manan Ahuja

 

The Central Board of Secondary Education, CBSE naam to suna hi hoga.
The examination that is ultimately known to decide the future of a 10th
and 12th grader. With the whole relative squad clambering on top of
their heads when the results are released to them being more stressed
than the child that has to sit for the exam. So then, needless to say, this is
one of the most important aspects of an Indian teenager’s life.

Yet this challenge does not cease to end here, CBSE has masterfully gone
and created not one but 2 board examinations giving rise to not only an
entirely new format but a whole lot of tension as well. Multiple choice
questions became the main focus, which was bearable, to say the least,
but assertion-reasoning questions were sure to put their heads on the
end of a spike. With the exams now split into two, the same fate was
granted to the syllabus splitting it into Term 1 and Term 2. With a load
of half the syllabus on their heads (for now) they set off to tackle the
MCQ paper in a typical do or die situation, either one mark or a straight
zero. Kinda reminds one of Squid game. Not only this but an extra rule
included by CBSE makes the ballpoint pen their best friend or in this
case their worst nightmare. 

This change was also not met with open arms where all were in favour
but on the other hand, plenty of students felt that the CBSE was trying
to increase the undue pressure. Whereas some students saw it as a
blessing. Faced at a crossroads of opinions the CBSE held firm with their
decision and now here we are, the boards only a month away. The
realisation seems to have still not set in. Panic seems to be held an arm’s
length away waiting till the very last minute to crack.

Therefore, without further ado, I hereby wish everyone giving the
boards Godspeed! 

May the Odds be Ever in Your Favour.
 

-Dishita Natu, 10

Our ‘Chinease’ Neighbour

CBSE -  Rationalised or Demoralised?
Do you believe in prophecies? Probably not… and that’s why you’re
not the CEO of Facebook, or as it’s now called – ‘Meta’. Science fiction
has long since been the inspiration of tech entrepreneurs – mobile
phones, holograms, hoverboards, driverless cars, and even AI. A decade
back these ideas were unthinkable – and today they’re sold for
millions. 

My point is – science fiction is slowly becoming a prophecy of how
our world might look like in the future. Mark Zuckerberg, for one,
believes this – and he’s betting his trillion-dollar company’s future on
it. The Metaverse, a concept first introduced in Neal Stephenson’s
"Snow Crash”, is a virtual Earth – one not bound by physical
restrictions, but capable of delivering the same sensations. 

This idea is beyond anything we have imagined – and it has
tremendous potential. If achieved, you could zoom into a physical
meeting for school every day, travel around the world and be back in
seconds, experience photos and videos as if you were there when they
were taken and play video games as if they were reality. Moreover, like
any Zuckerbergian app, the Metaverse has its own economy – so
what’s to stop you from never wanting to leave?

Blurring the lines between reality and a virtual landscape isn’t just fun
and games – it has serious implications. Flashback to Inception –
losing track of what’s real and what’s virtual, is a distinct possibility.
Even more likely is addiction – what happens when real life is no
longer as engaging as a VR headset? Addiction to substances is still
curable, but how do you help someone addicted to another life?

We rushed into the “.com” revolution – and it’s taken us nearly 20
years to attempt regulating this world. The US Supreme Court is
finally cracking down on these apps – but they’re looking to evolve,
and fast. The only out for these companies is to merge into the
metaverse – escape into a land that cannot possibly be regulated.
Capitalist profit is all well and good, but we must consider our
readiness as a society for such technology, and sadly, I don’t think
we’re there yet – and I don’t know if we ever will be. 

- Aryan Agarwal , 11 
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Autumn shows us how beautiful it is to let
things go…..

- Geetika Jain, 9

Everyone is made of different shapes and colours.
We only see the ones they choose to show. For this
abstract painting, I used different colours of vibrant
acrylic paint.

- Shirani Prakash, 9


